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I. CORINTH. Xu. II. 


But all theſe worketh that one and the 
ſelf-ſame Spirit, dividing to every 
Man ſeverally, as be will. 


HE whole Chapter from whence the 

| T. xt is taken is plainly deſigned to 
clear up fome Doubts, which had 
been raiſed by the Corinthians relating to 
that Variety of Spiritual Gifts, which were 
then common in the Church. Tho' theſe 
Doubts in particular are not expreſly menti- 
oned, yet 'tis evident enough, that the Na- 
ture, End, and Deſign of the Operations of 
the Holy Spirit were not by ſome of theſe 
new Converts to Chriſtianity thoroughly 
conſidered or underſtood. As it was a Point 
of very great Importance, upon the right 
underſtanding of which a due Senſe of the 
Religion he was eſtabliſhing depended, the 
Apoſtle 


2 — 8 
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Apoftle fully explains it to the Corinthian; 
in this Chapter. 


He obſerves, that the Gifts, which were 
then fo commonly ſeen among Chriſtians, 
and which perhaps 2dminiftered to Pride 
and Contention among ſome of thoſe who 
poſſeſſed them, were divers indeed in Kind 
and Degree. But, divers as they were, they 
all proceeded from the ſame Spirit, and 
were all given to the ſame End. The Mani- 
feſtation of the Spirit was given to every 
Man 0 profit withal ve 5 And he who 
made not this Uſe of it {lighted his Gift, 
and, inſtead of being better, was really 
much worſe, than other Men. 


For the better Edification and Inſtruction 
of the whole Body of Chriſtians, and for a 
more eminent Diſplay of the Divine Power 
in the Inſtitution of their Religion, a Variety 
of Agents was appointed; — each endowed 
with ſome Proportion or other of theſe {pi- 
ritual Gifts. And tho? theſe either for their 
Number or Uſefulneſs might feem to give a 
greater Degree of Dignity and Pre-eminence 
to ſome than to others, yet this End was the 
leaſt intended by them. Every Man had 
ſuch a Share of them as was moſt ſuited a 

I. Cor. xii. 7 | 


* 
the Part he was to ſuſtain in the Church, 
and that ſelf-ſame Spirit, who worked or 
produced them all, divided all theſe ſeve- 
rally to every Man, as he in his Wiſdom 
ſaw moſt proper and expedient for him. 


The Church, or Society of Chriſtians, 
| (adds the Apoſtle) herein reſembles the Bo- 
+ dy Natural. The ſeveral Members of this 
| Body are all uſeful in their reſpective Pla- 
ces, and this Arrangement and Diſpoſition 
of theſe Members is the Work of God, the 
wiſe Author and Contriver of the whole; 
ho hath allowed no Part to be ſeparated 

from the reſt, without ſpoiling its Beauty 
and Perfection, but hath ſo ordered it, that 
| whether one Member ſuffers, all the Members 
ball ſuffer with it, and whether one Member 
| reoyce, all the Members ſhall rejoyce with 
if. Now ye, Chriſtians, ( ſays St. Paul, 
in Application of this Similitude) are the 
Body of Chrift, and Members in particular}. 
And that this Body might be rendered beau- 
tiful and complete, God hath ſet ſome in the 
Church, 125 Apoſiles, ſecondarily Prophets, 
thirdly Teachers, after that Miracles, then 
| Gifts of Healing, Helps, Governments, Di- 
verſzties of Tongues . To all theſe was al- 


lotted ſuch a Proportion of ſpiritual Gifts, 


f 1. Gr. an. 46, ll Ver. 27; Ver. 28. 
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as their reſpective Stations and Offices re- 
quired. But it may be affirmed of them all, 
in the Words of the Text, that they are no- 
thing inherent in the Perſons who have 
them. But they are all the Work of one and 
the ſelf-ſame Spirit, who, to anſwer the va- 
rious Exigencies of the Church, more fully 
and effectually, hath divided them to every 
Man ſeverally, as he will :-- Not in a blind 
and arbitrary Way, but wiſely and ratio- 
nally, and in ſuch Proportions as are moſt 
likely to anſwer the End intended. 


This whole Chapter, then, which we have 
now under Conſideration, evidently ſuppo- 
ſeth the actual Exiſtence of extraordinary 
Powers in the Chriſtian Church, when it 
was firſt eſtabliſhed, What thoſe extraor- 
dinary Powers exactly were, any farther 
than as they are deſcribed in the New Te— 
ſtament, it 1s of no great Importance to us at 


preſent to enquire. It may be more proper, 


in treating upon this Subject, to endeavour 
to clear the Text from any erroneous Con- 
ſequence, which may be drawn from it; — 
and then to conſider the Ends, for which 


theſe Extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit were 
beſtowed upon the firſt Preachers of the Go- 


ſpel. This will ſtill more plainly ſhew the 


little Reaſon there is for drawing any ſuch 
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nſequehce, and it will be eaſy to gather 
tom thence how far we ourſelves and Chri- 
ans in all Ages are affected by them. 


me Working of the Spirit (as it is ex- 


bf the New Teſtament) ſeems at firſt Sight 
& be entirely arbitrary. And they, upon 
Whom it is produced, have been from 
hence thought little better than mere Ma- 


. He divideth his Gifts to every Man ſe- 
rally, as he will, — He continues to do the 
me now, as well as at the firſt Dawnings 
bi the Goſpel; and therefore *tis in vain for 


ſic obtaining any Favour or Aſſiſtance from 
im. Hence have ariſen thoſe many ground- 
es Pretenſions to ſupernatural Illumination 
id Aſſiſtance, which every warm Imagina- 


in other Parts of Scripture any ſuch No- 
ons are evidently contradicted, then cer- 
pinly they were never deſigned to be here 
Kranced by St. Paul, 


re tt muſt be admitted, indeed, that the 
o- Wilcring theſe extraordinary Gifts in the 
ne nes of the Apoſtles was in ſome Senſe 


9 entirely 


breſſed in the Text, and ſome other Places 


ines, whoſe own Concurrence or Conduct 
have no lnfluence at all in the Production of 


bio do any Thing of ourſelves towards 


bon hath ſo often arrogated to itſelf. But 
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entircly arbitrary. It was the Work 
Holy Spirit alone, arfd it depende(| . 


his Will (as the Text obſerveth } upon {it?s 
whom, and in whatProportions, they ha 
be then conferred. But in this View the = 
are the ſame, as the different Talents 6. Direc 
truſted to Mankind, the ſeveral natural Erne 
culties and Powers, which cach Man hi} cond! 
recelved, and which all proceeded from a fc i 
Gracious and Wiſe Author of his dein ban 
Theſe Faculties and Powers, tho Nee ei 
given him from above, yet when once hq 60 
received them, are all made ſubſervicn: Ci 
his own Will, and may be uſed to riabt a Met 
wrong Purpoſes, as he thinks fit. Equall By 
true is it of theſe Gifts of the Spirit pa 1" 
of in the Text, that they did not E 2 
the Liberty of Action, nor were they { le 
forced upon any, as to become entirely i * 
relittible. Previcus Qualifications were re an 
quired, even before they were given at 2 ns 
and we read of none who received the Hoh ** 
Ghoſt in any Shape, before they had ſhed Fa 
themſelves deſerving of this Favour by oy 
lincere Faith in Chriſt, or by being bapt * 
zed in his Name. When once the wen ee 
given, 'tis then the conſtant e of dl Iu 
Paul, wherever he treats of this Subject, * 
exhort his Followers to makeUſe of them 5 
| Edijicati 7 


E TE ] 
flilcation, and Exhortation, and Confort X. 


. 


Jo ſeek, that they might excel tothe Edi- 


uno 

up fration of the Church f. 

00 The 14th Chapter of this Epilile is full of 

e Directions how the Corinthians, who were 

E cmarkably zealous of Spiritual Gifts, ſhould 

b condu& themſelves in this Caſe. And ſo 
1 nM fc is the Apoſtle from ſuppoſing, that there 

i 620y Thing arbitrary, any Thing like de- 
ce jriving Men of the Uſe of their own Rea- 

bn or other Faculties in the Exerciſe of theſe 
„ Cit, that he particularly Jays down the 

+ MF Method, how they ſhould proceed in one 


yery material Part of them, namely Prophe- 
hing, or Expounding to the Church. IF a 
| Man could ſpeak only in an unknown Tongue, 


ndef 
ee was to be ſilent, unleſs an Interpreter 
: 1 was preſent. If any Thing was revealed to 


auother, that ſat by, the firſt that was then 
ſpeaking, was to hold his Peace. They 
were all, in ſhoit, to propheſy one by one, 
that all might learn, aud all be comforted |, . 

And that they might not plead an Impoſſi- 
| bility as to their Compliance with this Rule 
upon a Pretence, that the Motions of the 
Pirit were irreſiſtible, he adds, that the 
Writs of the Prophets were ſubject to the 
Prophets h. For God, from whom theſe 


HW 0 and 
L Gor, xiv. 3. f Ver. 12. | Ver. 27, 31. $ Ver. 32. 
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and. all other Powers are derived, confer; | 
them all for very wife and good Ends. H. 
7s not the Author of Confuſion, but of Peace | 


The Account here given of theſe Gif; i MW 
the Spirit, and of the general Uſes for which | 
they were intended, is exactly agreeable tg | 
what we elſewhere find upon the ſame Sub. 
ject in the other Writings of St. Paul. In 
his Epiſtle to the Epheſiaus theſe Workings 
of the Spirit, mentioned in the Text, are 3. 
gain taken Notice of with but little Varicty | 
of Expreſſion. Unto every one of us, ſays he, | 
7s given Grace according to the Meaſure f 
the Gift of Chriſt. This Grace ſo given, | 
whether to Apoſtles, Prophets, Evangcliſls, | 
Paſtors, or Teachers, was purpoſely deſigned | 
{or the general Good, for the perfecting f 
the Saints, for the Work of the Miniſtry, for Wi 
the Edifying of the Body of Chriſt +. 


As to the common and ordinary Aſſiſtan- 
ces of the Holy Spirit, which the firſt Prea- | 
chers and Converts to the Goſpel had in a 
more eminent Degree, and which Chriſt: 
ans in all Ages may expect as far, as they 
{hall want them, the Caſe is (till clearer. It 
is very certain, that in every Part of the A- 
poſtolic Writings Mens joint Endeavours are 

required 
| I, Cr, xiv. 331 | Epbefiv. 7, 11, 12. 
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required to the obtaining of this bleſſed Aid. 
They are continually cautioned againſt grze- 
ving, quenching, or driving him from them 
by their Vices. It is expreſly declared, that 
the real Dwelling of the Spirit in the Hearts 

ol Men is to be kzown only by the good 


0 Fruits of Righteouſneſs, wich they bring 
» | forth, as a Tree 1s known by its Finits, And 
n | it is eſpecially remarkable to our preſent Pur- 
> WW poſe, that God working in us both to will 
aud to do of his good Pleaſure is given, as a 
y WH Reaſon by St. Paul, not why Men ſhould 


do nothing of themſelves, but why they 


| ſhould work out their Salvation with Fear 
and Trembling *. Every other Paſſage, 
8 WS therefore, which ſeems to exclude theſe eſ- 
ed 


= {tial Qualifications, muſt be underſtood 
nn a Senſe conſiſtent with them, and was 
derer intended to countenance any Expec- 
nations of this Divine Aſſiſtance, but upon 

| the Terms therein propoſed, or any other 
8 Proof of its being actually granted, but thoſe 
ſational ones, Which the Scriptures them- 


Fo cles deſcribe. 

il | | | | 
b WW The Text, then, agrecably to this Rule, 
Tt WM fem evidently to mean no more than this : 
\- W —That whatever Powers the Apoſtles, and 
4 bit Preachers of the Goſpel, received from 


above, 


Philip, i, 12, 333 
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above, they were all given by one and the 
ſelf-ſame Spirit. — And that this Spirit di. 
ſtributed them in various Ways and Propor- 

tions, according as the Exigencies of the 
Church required, and as he in his Wiſdom 
ſaw it proper and expedient to entruſt the 
ſeveral Agents and Miniſters under him 
with. Theſe Powers indeed were not in 
Appearance all alike eminent or confiderable, 
But they might be made all alike /ervicea- 
ble to the grand End, for which they were 
given, — namely the promoting the com- 
mon Cauſe of Chriſtianity, and edifying the 
Body of Chrift. For the Manifeſt ation of the 
Spirit, ſays the Apoſtle a little before the 
Text, was given to every Man to profit ' 
Wit hal Xx. This (it is plain) was the gene. 

ral Deſign of theſe Gifts of the Spirit, which 
(if St. Paul himſelf is to be credited) was 
beſt carried on by a Variety of Offices and a 
Diſtribution to each of a certain Share of 
Grace according to the Meaſure of the Gift 


of Chriſt +: 


Other Ends in particular were likewiſe 
ſerved by them, which, in all human Ap- | 
pearance, muſt have failed without them. 
What theſe were, and how eminently ſer- 
viceable in theſe Reſpects, the extraordinary | 

5 Aſſiſtances 

= Ver. 722 f Epbeſ.iv. 21 i 
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Aſſiſtances of the Holy Ghoſt were to the 
firſt Founders of our Religion, is the Point 
next to be conſidered, 

Firſt, They were exceedingly neceſſary to 
obviate any Objections, which might be 
raiſed to the Novelty of the Doctrines and 
Facts, with which they were charged, or to 
remove any Suſpicions, which the World 
might have been apt to entertain, that all 
this was only a whimſical Invention of their 
own. The Work, in which they were en- 
gaged, was entirely a new one; The Diſco- 
verics they were to make directly contrary 
to the common Notions of Mankind. Great 
Oppoſition, therefore, was unavoidably to 
be expected, and nothing could fo effectu- 
ally prevent it, as a full Demonſtration of 
_ Almighty Power aſſiſting them in this im- 
portant Undertaking. 

The grand Article, upon which the Whole 
of what was to be publiſhed depended, — 
A Perſon raiſed from the Dead, was fo un- 
common a Circumſtance, that Eye-Wit- 
neſſes, barely human, of the moſt unſuſpec- 
ted Character, could hope for but little Cre- 
dit from the World. But if Zhey, who re- 
lated this Fact, produced even Divine At- 
teſtations to the Truth of it, ſerious and 
conſiderate Men would be inclined to believe 
it upon this Evidence, tho' the Fact itſelf 

Was 


T1236] 
was really ſtrange, and exceeded the uſual 
Laws of Nature. And if the Evidence he 
ſufficient to reconcile Men to the Belief of 
this, it will as well ſecure their Attention to 
any ſober Truths, which they might after- 
wards diſcloſe to them, In this Manner 
then were the Apoſtles enabled to proceed, 
and it was owing to this, that all their La- 
bours were attended with ſo great Succeſs, 
By the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit they 
wrought ſuch Wonders as no one could que- 
ſtion the Reality of, and ſuch too as were the 
cleareſt Convictions, that the Commiſſion, 
under which they acted, they received from 
Heaven. They were the choſen Witneſſes 
of the Reſurrection of their Maſter. But 
they would have been very inſufficient of 
themſelves, if God alſo had not born them 
Witnels by Signs and Wonders and Gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt x. This was that Spirit of Truth, 
whom our Saviour promiſed, before he ſuf- 
fered, and one Part of whoſe Office, he 
then ſaid, was, that he ſhould teſtify of him . 
This is that Evidence, which St. Peter pro- 
duced to the Jew? Rulers for the Truth of 

all, that he and the other Apoſtles had affir- 
med. We are his Witneſſes of theſe Things, 
ſays he, and ſo alſo is the Holy Ghoſt, whom 
Gad hath given to them that obey him +. 
wa „ 
Heb. ü. 4. J Jobn xv. 26. f Acts v. 3 
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This Gift was conferred upon many of 
| the Chriſtian Converts immediately after 
| Baptiſm, and a very good End ſurely was 
| anſwered by it. They, who, upon the 
| Teſtimony of the Apoltles, ſupported by 


me ſeveral Inſtances of Divine Power, which 


| they ſhewed, embraced the Chriſtian Faith, 
| were thereby confirmed in that Perſuaſion 


| by feeling the ſame Effects produced upon 


themſelves. And they, who ſaw ſuch an 
| Alteration fo ſuddenly wrought in them, 
| had ſtill greater Reaſons to be convinced 
| of the Truth of all that they had ſeen or 
| heard. | 


And it may be farther obſerved, that ſuch _ 


| ſhining Evidences of the Spirit, as theſe 
= were, could not fail even in another View 
ol making a deep Impreſſion upon the Gen- 
tile World, whitherſoever they went. Their 
| own Prieſts and Lawgivers had conſtantly 
| pretended to the like Commiſſion from 
their reſpective Deities. Full of their Gods 
| they vented their ambiguous Reſponſes, 


| | which, carrying with them the Air of Pro- 
| phecy, could not be thought to be derived 


from any Fountain leſs than Divine. And 


| thoſe violent Agitations, into which they 


| /ometimes threw themſelves, together with 
| ſome myſterious Sleights, for which the 
* Vulgar 
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Vulgar could not eaſily account, poſſeſſed 
their Followers with a ſtrong Perſuaſion, 
that God was with them of a Truth. 


| the O 
But when the Spirit of God himſelf be. hat 
gan to exert itſelf, the Fallacy of ſuch Im. 
poſtors might eaſily be ſeen. The Stewards 

of his Myſteries, who is Truth itſelf, and 
who were particularly ſelected to make 
known his Will and his Ways to the Sons 
of Men, profeſſed nothing more than what 
they actually performed. The Events, 
which they predicted certainly came to paß 
The Miracles, they wrought were ſo plain 
and ſenſible, that no Beholder could poſſi- 
bly be impoſed on by them. As they rea- 
ſoned more ſolidly, wiſely, and upon better 
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Principles, than the greateſt Philoſophers e- | 4. 

ver known in the World, they gave good WW es 

Grounds to conclude, that they had recei- Wi «+ 
ved their Wiſdom from above: And it ful- dn 

ly proved, what our Saviour had before aſſu- | the 

red them, that it was not they, that were WM th: 

10 ſpeak, but the Holy Ghoſt * that ſhould ane 

(peak by them. The Sight of theſe Things WW v1 
muſt naturally lead conſiderate Men to look tbl 

back upon the Practices of their own Prieſts WM hy 

and Profeſſors, and a ſlight Comparilon the 

muſt convince them of the Excellency of WM in 

ö | the W 

* Mark xii, 12; B 
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the One and the vain and idle Pretenſions 
| of the other. 


But few perhaps would be inclined to 


| conſider theſe Things ſeriouſly, and as they 

| ought. Paſſion, Prejudice, and a Variety of 
| ther Cauſes may contribute towards defea- 
| ting a Deſign ever ſo well calculated for the 
general Good. And they, who have really 
E nothing elſe in View but the Benefit of 
| Mankind, may be looked upon with a jea- 
bus Eye, and be rewarded only with Evil 
| fir their Good. 


| It was therefore farther neceſſary, that 
| the Apoſtles, and their immediate Follow- 
ers and Converts, ſhould be aſſiſted in an 
extraordinary Manner by the Holy Ghoſt, 
| that they might be the better able to plead 
their own Cauſe, and to bear up with For- 
W titude and Patience under all the Difficulties 
| and Hardſhips, to which the Work, in 
| which they were engaged, would unavoid- 
ably expoſe them. No human Strength a- 
bene could long have ſupported them againſt 
| the united Malice and Cruelty of both Jews 
| and Gentiles. The bare Wiſdom of this 
Vorld muſt ſoon have been ſilenced, when 


b ſolemnly confronted by all the Powers 


Won Earth. But the Wiſdom which they 


2 1 received 
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received from above enabled them to anfye; | 
every Objection, which might be raiſed tg | 
the Novelty of their DoQrines, and plajz!; 
to prove the Truth of all they aſſerted, how | 
ſtrange ſoever it might appear. The Aid 
and Protection of the Spirit of God continy. 
ally ſupplied them with as much Patience 
and Courage as their Circumſtances from 
Time to Time required: And by theſe Af. 
ſiſtances no Power was great enough to ter. 
rity them. No Cunning nor Artitice to | 
confute them. Prepared by the Predictions | 
of their Maſter they knew, that they were 
to be brought before Governors aud Rings fir | 
his Sake for a Teſl1mony azainjt them. But 
all this Treatment was not to diſhearten | 
them, nor to render them at all folicitous I 
betore-hand, bow or what they ſhould ſpeak: 
For the Holy Ghoſt was to teach them ix that 
Jame Hour, what they were to ſay. He 
would give them a Mouth and Wiſdom juch, 
as none of their Adverſaties ſhould be alle 
to gainſay or reſiſt X. 


And at the ſame Time, that this Aſi 
ſtance was fo neceſſary upon this Account, 
it afforded a ſtrong Argument in Favour 0: 
all that they aſſerted. For if, in Defiance ol 
ſo many Menaces, and deſtitute themſare 

0 


= Luke xi. 11, 12, and xx), 15: 
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| of all human Protection, they ſtill fo ſtrenu- 
oully defended the Doctrines they advanced, 
it might juitly raiſc a Doubt even in their 
Perſecutors themſelves, that they were ſome 
peculiar Favourites of Heaven, and that the 
Work about which they were employed 
was not of Men, but of God. 


| Laſtly Theſe extraordinary Gifts of the 
| Holy Ghoſt were neceſſary to inſpire the firſt 
| Preachers of the Goſpel with all ſuch Trutts 
as were requiſite to perfect the Scheme of 
the Religion of Chriſt, and to render it 
completely ſerviceable for the Inſtruction 
and Information of its Profeſſors in all fu— 
ture Ages. The Conditions of Salvation 
and future Happineſs were firſt laid in the 
perfect Obedience of Chrilt and hi Compli- 


Heaven before the Foundation of the World 
concerted and agreed upon. The Earneſt, 
whereby theſe Advantages were ſecured to 
Mankind upon their Repentance and A- 
mendment, was the Reſurrect ion of Him, 
who had thus purchaſed Redemption for 
them. And as theſe Things, together with 
Directions how they themſelves were to be- 
have for the Time to come, were of eternal 
| Concern, it was neceſſary, that all this 


ance with certain Terms in the Counſels of 


| ſhould be perpetuated, To this End ſuch | 
BZ ANTE Perſons 
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Perſons were made Choice of to be the Puh. 
liſhers of theſe important Tidings, who had 
lived and converſed with Chriſt himſelf; — 
Who had received from his own Mouth the 
ſeveral Particulars of this Scheme; — And 
who alone therefore were beſt qualified for 
this Purpoſe. . But that nothing of Impor. 
tance might be omitted, and that a ſtill 
greater Weight might be given to their 
Diſcoveries, the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit of 
Truth was promiſed them. He among o- 
ther Things was to be more eſpecially fcr- 
viceable to. them in gaiding them into all 
Truth *,— In teaching them all Things, and 
bringing all Things to their Remembrance, 
whatſoever Chriſt had [aid to them +. 


A diſtinct and ſatisfactory Account of the 
doctrinal Part of our Religion was thus ei- 
fectually provided for. And by the ſame 
Aſſiſtance were the firſt Founders of it ena- 
bled to lay down ſuch complete Rules of 
Life and Conduct, as would at all Times 
thoroughly perfect the Man of God and fur. 
ziſh him with all good Works d. They were 
originally drawn up under the Guidance of 
that Spirit, who taught them every neceſſa- 
ry Truth — Are manifeſtly corififient with 
thoſe Notions of Righteouſneſs and ood 
by neſs 

John xvi. 13, f Ch. Lv. 26, GIL Tim, in. 17 | 
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| neſs, Which the moſt perſect Reaſon can 

| difoover — And are therefore of themſelves 

| {ficient without * farther Addition to 

W 2:nſwer every Purpoſe, for which any Scheme 
ol Religion can be calculated. 8 


| The ſeveral Reaſons already aſſigned for 
the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit are 
| plainly peculiar to the firſt Ages of Chriſtia- 


ay, and to its firſt Introduction into the 
World. — Theſe Reaſons and Exigencies 
e hee long ſince ceaſed, and the Gifts them- 
\. We {ves have of Courle been diſcontinued. A 


| Religion, when once founded, wants not 


[ 2 | 0 o | : 
te Supports which the laying the Founda- 
don itſelf requires. Times of Perſecution 
e, ad ſtrenuous Oppoſition to the Ends of 


Providence, demand greater Degrees of ſu- 
| pernatural Succour and Conſolation than 
Times of more Peace and Security. As this 
s truly the Caſe of the Church at preſent, 
theſe extraordinary Supports are now no 
onger neceſſary, and therefore it would be 


na- 

« of aunreaſonable in us to expect them. But 

mes bey are ſtill a ſtanding Evidence of the 
fur- ruth of our Religion, and in that Reſpect 
ere lereſore they affect ourſelves and Chriſtians 
e of Wall Ages. The Manner of its firſt Propa- 
Ca, Wtion is faithfully preſerved, and we have 


in ome Senſe the Witneſs of the Spirit _ 
| | 3 TR | WI 25 : 
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wiſe, ſince we have the fulleſt Aſſurance, 
that can poſſibly be had for Events ar 6 
great a Diſtance, that from this Divine Ori. 
ginal flowed all thoſe momentous Truths, 

which have ever ſince been handed down 
to us with the exacteſt Care.— They far. 
ther affect us, as thereby the whole Body of 
Chriſtians may be always edified and in- 
ſtructed. And it is obvious to obſerve, how 
much more rational and uſeful the Scripture 
Accounts of theſe Gifts are, than thoſe, 
Which any After-Pretenders to them have 
given. Even at firſt, when they actually 
exiſted in the Church, they were declared 
by the Apoſtle to be entirely uſeleſs and in. 
ſignificant, if they did not tend to mutual | 
Profit and Edification. If they occaſioned 
Confuſion and Diſorder, If they did not 
produce the Fruits of Righteouſnels and 
good Works, they were entirely thrown 2- 
way. How much more notoriouſſy would 
they be miſapplied, if it could be ſuppoſcd, 
that they were uſed to quite contrary Pur- 
poſes ; — For the Gratification of peculiar 
Fancies, to the utter Excluſion of every 


Thing good and commendable among 
Men? 


In ſhort, If the Spirit of God led the 4- 
poſtles into all neceſſary Truths; — Ih Y 
N 15 
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| his Aſſiſtance, they fully made them known 
to Mankind, then any farther Additions to 
| it in the ſame extraordinary Way are quite 
| ſuperfluous. If any ſuch could be ſuppoſed 
erer to be wanted, his paſt Method of Pro- 
eecding is enough to ſatisfy us, that they 
| who ſhould be commiſſioned by him for this 
| Purpoſe would have unqueſtionable Creden- 


daz given them of the Authority, by which 


ro WT they were to att. Let any Man produce 
e, WT theſe, and at the ſame Time ſhew, that the 
vo bad he is ſerving is equally important with 
ly WWF that which the Apoſtles promoted, and then 
ed perhaps he may deſerve to be heard. But 
in. bee Fancy and Aſſertion are not enough 
nal WE to fatisty, that the Spirit of God is in any 
nc one Man more than another. 

not | 
and Errors of this Kind indeed may eaſily be 
| 1- WF prevented by a due Attention to the real 
ud Intent and Meaning of thoſe Paſſages of 
cd, WF Scripture, where theſe Gifts are particularly 


Pur- 
Uliar 
very 
100 


| treated of, Generally ſpeaking they are pe- 
| cular to the firſt Ages of Chriſtianity, and 
| an with no Propriety be applied to the pre- 
| ent Times. The Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt in 
general, Receiving the Holy Ghoſt, — Spea- 
| king with Tongues, — Propheſying, and the 
like, — Being led into all Truth, — And 
being all Things brought to Remembrance, 

are 


je A- 
f, by 
his | 


io 
7 
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are Promiſes unqueſtionably made to th 
Apoſtles and their firlt Converts, If Chi. 
ſtians in Aſter-Ages think, that they too are 
entitled to a Share of the ſame Promiles, 
this will be only introducing Confuſion into 
the Church, and raiſing ExpeCtations in | 
themſelves and others, which to their great | 
Diſappointment will never be anſwered, 


The only ſhort Application, which I ſhall 
make of the Whole is this. Miſtaking the 
Operations of the Spirit is always attended 
with very dangerous Conſequences, and the 
great Source of Enthuſiaſm in Matters of 
Religion. It therefore concerns the Prea: | 
chers of the Goſpel more eſpecially to en- 
deavour to keep clear of ſuch Errors them. 
ſelves, and to beware, leſt they are the Oc. 
caſion of them in others, by miſrepreſenting 
or magnifying the Uſes for which the Scrip: 
tures expreſly declare, that theſe Ciſts of 
the Spirit were intended. Let them not 
| form Pretences to any higher Commiſſion, 
than the Nature of their Office will reaſo. 
nably admit of, and then they wall rot 
need or expect any larger Helps, than wil 
be rcally granted. Let them impartial) 
and diligently explain the Doctrines.— Let 
them fairly produce the Evidences of their 
Religion, as they ſtand recorded in the w 
| MY cre 
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cred Oracles of it, without intermixing any 
schemes of their own ; and then there will 
| be no Danger of miſleading the People. If 
this Care be taken, the Grace of God will 
| be ſufficient for them, and will happily car- 
ry them thro? the Work in which they are 
engaged. They will then approve them- 
S {ves uſeful Miuiſters of Chrift, and faithful 
| Stewards of the Myſteries of God. They 
will deſervedly derive upon themſelves all 
| that Honour and Reſpect, which their Sta- 
tion can reaſonably demand, and will feel 
| within themſelves a ſtill higher Satisfaction 
from the ſilent Approbation and Applauſe 
| of their own Minds — A ſure Earneſt and 
| Forerunner indeed of that Joy unſpeakable 
and full of Glory, which will at laſt moſt 
| certainly crown their Labours, when they 
are thus prudently engaged, and employed, 


tirg 
ip in that Way, and to thoſe Purpoſes, to 
's of WW which the Wiſdom of Providence itſelf aſ- 


hgned them. 


And 2s to all Men in general, it is Satis- 
haion enough to be aſſured, that the Pro- 
miſe of common Aſſiſtance is indeed uni- 


tially WW verſal. Every Man, who ſincerely endea- 
Let yours to do his Duty, will certainly have his 
their own Endeavours aided and ſeconded by the 
e 88. Holy Ghoſt. But *tis reaſonable to ſuppoſe, 
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that this will ever be done in ſo ſecret ; 
Manner, that no viſible or external Tokens 
of it, no ſenſible Impulſe upon the Mind are 
to be expected. The Effects alone will dif. 
cover it, and if they are ſuch, as are perf}. 
ly agreeable to the ſtrict Rules of Righteouſ. | 
neſs and Goodneſs, we are then truly ſup. | 
ported by the Spirit of God. By this Tel 
only are the Spirits to be now tried, whe. 
ther they are of God, or whether they owe 
their Original to Superſtition or a worſe 
Cauſe. Other Pretences are groundleſs and 
unwarrantable. But the good Man, who 
is charitable, gentle, meek and temperate, 
is he alone, who is neither harren nor uu. 
fruitful in the Knowleage of our Lord Jes 
Chriſt — Is in the Scripture Phraſe really a 
Child of God — And effeCtually aided and 
ſupported by his bleſſed Spirit. 


